Volunteer at Sakaerat.
Sakaerat also offers volunteer opportunities for international volunteers. This aims to provide work experience to people with previous experience (work or study) in ecology, zoology, conservation and related fields. It also will take on volunteers with a background/interest in sociology. If you are planning to work in these fields then your application will also be considered. 

Volunteering at Sakaerat gives you the unique chance to experience life in a Thailand MAB biosphere reserve. Experiencing, not only the jungle, but life within North Eastern Thailand and the Isan district (nicknamed Switzerland in Thailand for its stunning mountainous landscape).
You will be part of the 50 or so staff that work at the station. You are expected at work 5 hours a day 5 days a week. Most of the staff speak Thai and only very basic English. A simple grasp of Thai would be most helpful and will certainly enhance the experience you have at Sakaerat. You will continue this learning at the station, with all the staff being friendly and helpful with words (or sign language if it comes down to it!). Make sure you not only learn the words but hear the pronunciations on an audio tape or similar as the five different tones can be difficult to master.
Accommodation is provided for free, this consists of a room containing bed, desk, shelf, wardrobe, fan and powerpoints and ensuite or bathroom near with shower basin and toilet. Showers are cold for energy saving purposes yet in the 25- 35 degree heat this is quite comfortable – when temp gets under 20 degrees in the winter months then hot water supply is turned on. You are responsible for keeping your room clean and tidy as to the standard of Sakaerat. Monday morning is usually the cleaning time, you will be shown where the cloths mops and cleaning products for this are kept. Other free facilities include, drinking water, wireless internet, bedding, washing machines. Be aware however that this station is set 3km from the main road and for sustainability purposes everyone must do there bit towards energy saving and water conservation. 
Available to purchase at the station are all your toiletries, shampoo, soap, tissues, sanitary pads, toothpaste, toothbrush, washing powder. A variety of snacks and drinks can also be purchased throughout the day from the canteen (ice cream, fizzy drink, and cup of noodles etc.) There is a small profit from this that goes toward the community outreach programme providing the lower economic schools surrounding the station a chance to attend science camp of Sakaerat. This programme is usually too expensive for the schools but subsidized by Sakaerat providing the unique occasion for these children to lay in clean beds and have a chance to learn about the environment. This is also in an effort to educate the community and to help decrease poaching that sometimes occurs of mushrooms, animals and plants in the forest.

The food is typically Thai amazing; there are a team of cooks who make traditional Thai meals. While working with them in the kitchen you will also get the chance to learn these skills. They also love you to cook them some meals from your homeland and teach them something new. You are a volunteer and therefore expected to work for your board not pay for it. Yet a small fee of 3000 baht a month (approx $90 USD) is charged to cover for your food. 
Volunteers will be taken in one or two at a time, with a minimum stay of two weeks and Maximum of 8 weeks. There are lots of opportunities for you to get off the park with staff members to nearby cities and towns.
See a travel doctor before you go to get all the necessary shots and supplies. It is not in a malarial zone therefore you do not have to take tablets for this. There are mosquitoes however and a small chance of dengue fever so bring some mossie repellent. Also handy is – towels (although they have some there), hiking boots, long trousers, cool T-shirts, raincoat (if in rainy season). Warmer clothes are needed in winter season (November – February) where the temperate can get down to 10 degrees.
Visas – Talk to your countries embassy about which applications you have to make to obtain your visa, a tourist visa is for 60 days, a non –immigration visa is for 90 days. Keep in mind you will want to travel and look around before or after your stay at Sakaerat.
Tasks that you will perform as a volunteer:

· Kitchen work you will be doing is basic tasks for the cooks that cater the school groups of up to 150 students, chopping, peeling and then dishes.

· Help with the environmental education that is provided to the high school and university groups of Thailand.

· Become a field research assistant to the variety of projects that are carried out within the biosphere reserve.

· Assist in the upkeep of maintainace to the reserve and its building (sweeping, etc..)
· Work in the nursery helping to provide the lower economic groups outside the station with harvestable trees and income.

· May also be asked to provide English lessons for the staff (often in exchange for them to teach you Thai). Also may be asked to translate signs/text into English.

· Help in the collection of metelogical data.
To apply email a short simple story (in English) and CV about yourself to the director of Sakaerat, Taksin (see address below). Include in this past experience, what you hope to gain from your volunteer time and what skills you can bring to the station. 
Dormitory  Information.

Accommodation can be provided in total for groups of up to 137 people.

 Fully facilitated - Showers



    - Plug points



    - Toilets



    - Washing facilities



    - Wireless internet

1. Sakaeracha – office. (Main building)
Containing on the bottom story: Reception, offices, Dinning room/canteen, Kitchen.

Containing on the top story: Seminar room (for 30-35 people), library, Visual display area.

2. Nithrapensuk house - accommodation Building

Two storied, 6 bedrooms, Sleeps 22 people. Refrigerator, dining table.

3. Sanukchiwa house – accommodation building
Two storied, 6 bedrooms, Sleeps 21 people, refrigerator, dining table, bathroom on each level

4. Mianchakin house – accommodation building (sleeps 56)
Two storied, Top can sleep 22people in two large rooms. Bottom story sleeps 34 people in two large rooms.  Toilets and bathrooms for these numbers are provided outside adjacent to the building.

5. Sawanlikhit house – accommodation building (sleeps 44)

Two storied, on each story: 6 rooms, 22 beds. Toilets outside each room.

6. Chomwana house – log cabin (sleeps 4)
Two rooms, one bathroom with toilet and shower. Usually hired out by long term researchers.

7. Main hall, 

Can be hired out for seminars and meetings, holding up to 150 people.

Taksin Artchawakom
Director of Sakaerat Environmental Research Station

Tel : (66) 0 4424 44740 4425 8642

Email sakaerat@tistr.or.th
