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Characteristics : Head and body 120-150 cm; tail 6.5-10 cm; weight 100-160 kg. This bear is much 

bulkier than its related Sun Bear, having longer and coarsier black hairs with a 
conspicuous V-shape pale markings at its chest. Its ears are quite rounded. A male is 
naturally larger than a female. 

Distribution : Pakistan, India, Tibet, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, 
China, Korea, Japan and Russia. 

Habitat : Prefers mature forests and mountainous dense vegetation. In Sakaerat forest, its tracks 
had been found at Chong-Ang cave in dry evergreen forest. 

Habit : Normally solitary, except devouring leaves, bamboo shoots, carcasses, insects, honey 
combs and larvae. Spending the day resting in tree hollows, in caves or in rocky 
burrows. Female gives birth to 2 cubs, after a gestation time of 7-8 months. This bear is 
quite formidable, if threatened or having curiosity it will stand on its hind legs and fight 
fiercely with its sharpe claws and strong teeth. 

Status : Scarce and vulnerable; protected legally as a protected wild animal. 
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Asiatic Black Bear 

Ursus thietanus  (Cuvier, 1823) 


