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Characteristics : Head and body 140-155 cm; tail 11-16 cm; height at shoulder 85-110 cm; weight 85-

140 kg. An even-toed hooved animal related to goats and sheep with large donkey-like 
ears. Both sexes have horns. Body hairs are quite coarse, shaggy and black in colour. 
Mane of long hairs is conspicuously seen at hind neck and along the spine. Its legs are 
sturdy and sure-footed. 

Distribution : Kashmir, Assam, southern China, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Kampuchea, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Sumatra. In this country they dwell on mountain ridges in all parts. 

Habitat : Leads a precarious life among high precipices. In dry season they wander down to 
foothills for available food and drink. In Sakaerat forest tracks of their evidences were 
found along ledges of Khao Phiat and Khao Sung. 

Habit : In the daytime it rests in a shallow cave or in bushes singly, except during the mating 
time or a female nursing her young. Forages in the evening till dusk and at dawn for 
grasses and tender shoots. It can live without actual drinking for quite a long time, and, 
interestingly, it will defecate at only one spot, where gig mounds of droppings will be 
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noticed. It can agilely jump over the cliff surfaces, and also well equipped with acute 
vision and olfactory senses. 

Status : Rare and vulnerable, and, being one of the 15 reserved wild animals of Thailand. 
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Common Serow 

Naemorhedus sumatraensis (Bechstein, 1799) 


