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Characteristics : Head and body 40-48 cm; tail 6.5-8 cm; heights at shoulder 20 cm. This is the smallest 

hoofed mammal in the world, with the body weights of only 1-2 kg. Adults have no 
antlers, but with tiny, downward-pointed tusks, longer in a male, used primarily for 
fighting. Body hairs are chestnut with distinctive 3 white stripes at its breast extending 
along the belly. It has pencil-thin legs and a slender, hump-backed body. 

Distribution : Southern Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Kampuchea, Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Habitat : Keeps in dense thickets that helping to camouflage them from enemies. In Sakaerat 

forest, they are reported to stay at Sab Jek and Khao Khieo.  
Habit : Solitary in feeding habit, keeping in pairs only during breeding season. They are active 

both by day and by night. Diet comprises tender grasses, twigs, leaves, shoots, fallen 
fruits. Breeding can occur at any time of the year; gestation lasting 4-6 months, affer 
which only one fawn is burned. Young become mature at the age of 5 months. This 
mouse deer has a remarkably high fecundity. 
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Status : Not frequently found in Sakaerat area; it is protected by law as a protected wild animal. 
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Lesser Mouse Deer 
Tragulus javanicus  (Osbeck, 1765) 


